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Meeting Agenda School Council

Wednesday April 13th, 2011

Item

Call to order (Cynthia and Ken)

By: 7:10 pm by Ken

Seconded by: Susan

Approval of Agenda (Ken)

Motion:  add student council to the agenda

By: Ken. 

Approved by council. Agenda approved.

Student council (Anna and Emma)

Anna and Emma presented information on the first student council of RCES.  Discussion included:

· Ideas for fundraisers and they stated that they had raised over 1,000 dollars for Japan.

· Requested that the School Council give suggestions for fundraising..

· Expressed top picks for what they would be interested in obtaining for Roch Carrier. Items were: badminton nets, volleyball nets, giant chess court, and big dice for snakes and ladders.

Recycling at RCES (Calvin Palen from the OCDSB)

Provided a summary of the garbage issue in Ottawa and the schools and informed the Council that he would be doing assemblies at the schools, including Roch Carrier. Some of the points that were discussed were:

· Ottawa is one of the worst recyclers in ON. Comingling is the part of the problem – it is expensive and not effective. 

· Ministry of Environment has stated that schools have to recycle and that schools will be audited. Schools can be given a 50,000 dollar fine (to be paid from school budget). 

· Ideas that would help Roch Carrier with its recycling included:

· Boomerang lunches – bring everything home.

· Ask pizza companies to line pizza boxes to prevent grease from contaminating the boxes, need to have liner so the school can recycle. 

· Educating the students

· Stop comingling the recycling

· Send emails to companies regarding recycling potential.  For example, email yogurt companies indicating that the individual-sized containers will no longer be purchased because they are no longer recyclable.  

· Roch Carrier will be getting blue and black bins in the classrooms at RCES

Reports:

Principal’s Report (Katia Souifi)

· Calvin spoke with staff at the staff meeting today and the Roch teachers are on board and excited. Calvin is coming back week after Easter to present to the classes. Roch should have the blue and black bins in the classrooms by then. 

· Raised the issue of having litterless lunches for other nutrition breaks when there isn’t a lunch program happening? Also discussed the idea of boomerang lunches where everything that goes to school comes home. ACTION: in the next newsletter there will be an announcement regarding litterless lunches every day.

· Projections for next year class sizes were presented and it was stated that these numbers may change by next Council meeting. The main points raised were:

· There are high numbers in grade 5 and 6s in Regular and EFI

· They will be hiring for a full-time VP (Lisa was half-time)

· An additional two minutes per day has been provided for prep time – for a total of 44 minutes/day. As a result Roch will be increasing its current teacher full-time equivalents from  37.70 to 39.45 next year (including Principal and VP).  Every second week, teachers will receive the additional cumulated prep time. Gym time, lunches will be same. Opening to staff a learning support teacher half-time for EFI for 0.25 and prep time.  English teacher will go into English class, and French teacher for EFI.

· Tried to minimize the split grades. 

· If more than 32 kids in class, will have to readjust (split class?)

· 95 JKs registered for 2011

· There aren’t many teacher changes for 2011/2012.  Teachers submit top 3 choices, and most want the status quo.

· The province will be releasing guidelines regarding school supplies for 2012. There will be a list for K to grade 3 and a list for grades 4 to 6.  For 2011 school year, we will go forward with “tools for schools”. ACTION: Chantal will coordinate with the school.

· Parents will be asked to complete a student survey, with your child, between April 18th and May 20th. Parents will receive the survey and envelope but can also complete the survey online.

· Katia demonstrated an Elmo. Roch has four Elmos and two ladybugs (function similarly to Elmos). Elmos cost about 500 dollars and ladybug is about 800 dollars. Teachers are getting excited about the technology.

· School received 1097.05 dollars from Life Touch proceeds (from picture orders)

· Lead the Way – organizing next Tuesday at the Convention Center. Invitation to attend. Will be approx. 600 people (300 from community).  Margaret Wheatley will be the keynote speaker.

8:15 pm Staff Report (Carolyn/Kathy)

· Sue Bannerman

· It's rhyme time in J.K. land! We are learning all sorts of nursery rhymes and all about rhyming words. 

· The JK's in Miss Kathy's class are exploring shapes and solids, completing surveys and loving the vivid colours in the new solid paint blocks. The incubator will be starting up with 24 chicken eggs on April 26th. Happy Easter!

· Madame Hole

· studying reptiles.  Last week we got some hands-on experience when Madame Jeanne from Little Ray's Reptiles came for a visit.  The children thoroughly enjoyed touching a python, a gecko, a scorpion and a cayman!

· Our water table fundraiser was a huge success.  Many thanks to all of the parent volunteers:  Cynthia Menary, Holly and Geoff Quince, Catherine Scott, Shauna Spearman and Diane Tonchin.

· Mme Monique

· Science: learning about reptiles, their habitat, life cycle and their origin.

· Math : counting and making groups of tens and recognizing money and value(coins).

· Rita Kerwin

· Coins, coins -1 cent, 5 cents, 10 cents, 25 cents, pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters. How do we tell? Visit Mrs. Kerwin's Kinders grocery store and there you will find out! Make a book about each coin, make a book about spring, count by 5s and classify foods in the proper food groups! 

· Vanya Meh

· The grade 1 EFI's are completing their structures at home and the Core French Grade 1's are studying the 4 special verbs - être, aller, faire, and avoir.

· Mme Desforges

· The students are collecting and interpreting data for our graphing unit and are looking at symmetry at school, home and in the environment.

· Lynne Vezina

· We have read a combined total of over 1468 books since we began our take-home reading program at the end of February.

· Our goal is to read 2000 books in the class and we are planning to reach the goal by the end of April and to have a big celebration afterward!

· Backstrom

· Students are working at home to create inventions using Simple Machines, which they will share with their friends. At school, we are studying poems to celebrate National Poetry Month.

· Lamarche

· March was marvelously musical month!  We learned the science of sounds and discovered how different instrumental families make sounds and turn them into music.  We learned musical notes, and even wrote our own original songs for percussion instruments.  

· We will be celebrating Earth Day on Thursday, March 21st. Among many exciting activities we will be cleaning the school yard and making recycled paper!

· Mme Toye and Greenland

· Students will be wrapping up their Science unit in Simple Machines this month. They created their own vehicles that could either be pushed or pulled with recycled materials. Please take a look at their creations displayed in the hallway near the 2nd gym door.

· Kathy Paunins and Sue Levy-Rick

· looking forward to performing the musical, Why Mosquitos Buzz, to the residents of Stonehaven Manor on April 14 and to classes at our school on Friday, April 15 @9 a.m. and 2 p.m. The musical is based on the African legend, Why do Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears? 

· The students recently enjoyed a wonderful day at the Museum of Science and Technology doing hands-on workshops.

· Mr. Saschenbrecker

· learning about persuasive writing and media studies. By combining the two areas, students have chosen causes they believe in and are working to promote their initiative by putting on skits, making posters and presentations to:

1.) Promote safety in the SK hallway for junior students walking by

2.) Encouraging students to adopt pets (from Humane Society or classifieds) rather than buying them from the store

3.) Holding a bake sale to help victims of disaster in Japan

4.) Convince teachers to run a sports program for grade 3s during recesses

· Mme Tamara's

· We are busily writing modern-day fairy tales in French and working in groups to make tourist brochures and commercials to promote Ontario communities in Social Studies. We will be attending a dance workshop with Mme Poirier's and Mlle Jacquie's classes on April 19th.  

· Madame Poirier

· beginning to study Urban & Rural Communities. They will soon be designing their own rural or urban community.

· Shauna Bruder

· The Junior classes in Core French are learning all about Senegal, Africa and are working towards a culminating project.  

· Mrs. Harrison

· We are working on a special environmental project to submit in the Waste to Gold City of Ottawa Earth Day contest…building a chess set out of recycled materials.  Once our masterpiece is done, a group of chess aficionados in class will teach their classmates how to play this classic game.

· Allingham

· poetry anthologies, math problem-solving

· Ms O'Shaughnessy 

· welcomes Mr. Hussain to our class until April 29th.

· The grade 4's are beginning a unit on habitats. We are continuing our work in Literacy Circles.

· Ms. Carew

· 5 of our students attended a chess tournament and did very well! We are discussing geometry in math, and ending off our unit on bravery where we got to "show what we knew" in our own ways by writing, doing powerpoints, videotaping, podcasting, or  posters. We looked at Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Viola Desmond, Harriet Tubman, aunts, and grandparents in our quest to discover what bravery is all about.  

· Mme Reim

· We are studying Canada's Trading Partners and are discussing social justice issues. Students will be working to find "solutions" to some of our social justice issues. We are currently planning a fundraiser where "kids are helping kids".

· Mme Laviolette

· Amanda Napke, our student-teacher from Ottawa University is teaching Science.

· The grade 5's are studying forms and sources of energy and the importance of conservation in science class. Through hands-on activities they will explore energy transformation. The unit will conclude with the creation of posters to inform and encourage others to conserve energy. Students will also participate in two workshops this month at the Science and Technology Museum.

· The grade 6 class is studying electricity and its sources. We are starting with static electricity and then will be moving on to electrical circuits with some fun hands-on experiments to solidify the concepts. The unit will conclude with the creation of posters which will encourage others to conserve electricity.

· Mrs. Gasperetti

· Grade 6's have begun their study of Canada's Trading Partner's and are learning about the relationships we have with other countries.  Students will be writing a persuasive letter to Canada's minister of trade to convince them to engage in further trade.

· Sports

· The junior students have been participating in intramural basketball getting ready for a tournament at Bridlewood CCS on April 26th.
Committee Reports: 

OCASC (Shawna)

Shawna was not at school council. But, did tell Cynthia that no urgent information needed to be presented at this meeting.

Treasurer (Christina) 

· See attached financial report for more details.

· Final costs for term 1 for food program, we are now getting 25% profit, down from 28%.

· Doing better than expected on lunch lady, and the cake walk brought in approx. 92 dollars more than expected.

· Spring fundraiser is coming in very close (approx. 70 dollars less than expecting)

· Zumba raised money for Earth Care.  

· Wrote cheque for Queen Mary School (beacon school) for 500 dollars.

· We have 8,200 dollars to spend:

· Discussed sources of money to go toward items including legacy, end of year ceremony, resource room, book room (need French primary books, seem to have more English resources than French resources even though 1/3 of school is English). Mentioned that the book fair money still around 7,000 dollars for librarian to spend.

· Motion:  Release $3,350 to the school to be used in combination for library and book room needs and ask Katia to report back to council on the division of funds between the two. Motion by: Ken  Seconded by:  Christina  All in favour: 11 members Motion passed.   

· ACTION: Christina to write cheque to Katia.

· ACTION: Katia to report back to Council on how the $3,350 was divided between library and book room.

· Discussed releasing funds to help the student council with their wish list. However, the student council need to discuss the outdoor equipment requests with Leah V and follow the guidelines for Phys. Ed.  Was also discussed that they hoped the student council would take the lead on coming up with more activities for the students. Once school council does some more legwork, they can come back to school council to request funds.  

· MOTION by Christina to reallocate furniture restoration fund ($325) to student council for their initiatives (not restricted to outdoor equipment) as long as it is done with appropriate coordination with administration. Seconded by Cynthia.  All in favour:  11 members.  MOTION PASSED
· ACTION: Christina to reallocate furniture restoration fund to student council.

· ACTION: Christina to release funds for legacy (500) and leaving ceremony (1000)

· ACTION: Discuss Earth Care funds at next meeting.

Food (Christina/Susan)

· Cake walk is next Thursday.

Fundraising (Chantal/Cynthia)

· Spring fundraiser is completed and the revenue is close to projections

· Next year will be a change – Chantal leaving Council.  Cynthia will take lesser role. Need a new fundraising chair for 2011/2012. Would like to transfer to someone before end of this year. Cynthia will take over Fundscript.  

· Fundraising for 2011/2012 will remain the same, perhaps not poinsettias. Need a new lead for entertainment books. 

New Business/Follow up:

Principal’s Profile – vote on profile

· Motion to Accept: Susan. Seconded by: Christina.  Members accepted: 11. Motion Passed.

Calendar of Events 

· Progressing fine. 

ARC (Cynthia/Christina)

· Five Guiding principles drafted for the ARC:

1) Dual track at Kanata South area schools (where programs are sustainable)

2) Decisions shall take into consideration all of Kanata (both North and South) and Elementary and Secondary schools

3) Least amount of disruption as possible for students and families

4) Community school (where possible)

5) Support 9-12 model for Secondary Schools in Kanata South

Christina and Cynthia were asked to get school council feedback on support for Kanata south having a 9 through 12 model. (Kanata north supports 7 through 12.) FYI: WOM supports 9 through 12. We suspect that Bridlewood will support as well. 

Email Christina and Cynthia with concerns/thoughts– arc@rochcouncil.ca 

ACTION: Cynthia and Christina will provide guiding principles to Wendy to be included in the next newsletter.

Standard Operating Procedures (Cynthia)

· Still need cake walk, funscript, entertainment book 

· ACTION: Give to Cynthia in two weeks. 

Amazon Book List Update (Susan)
Defer to next agenda
Rochin’ Family Fun Fair (Cynthia)

· Tuesday April 26th meeting at Cynthia’s house.  
School Supplies for Next Year (Chantal)

· Not a school council initiative. Propose that we use Tools for Schools.

Round Table (All)

· May 6th staff appreciation lunch. Letter will be sent out.  

Close & Adjournment (Ken)

9:50 pm closed and adjourned.

By: Ken

Seconded by: Wendy

Next meeting is: Wednesday May 11th, 2011 at 7:00pm in the school library
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